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“My conclusion is that whatever you 
put on the internet you lose it.

-User on Shapeways blog
(3D printing marketplace)

Maybe keep the rights, but lose the 
power over it.”



What’s the root cause?



What’s the root cause?

Follow the $





Mo’ data
(and mo’ compute)

Mo’ accuracy

Mo’ $



You emit data. And everyone else is exploiting it

• Put your creations online – hard to get paid
• Hard to use others’ stuff legally – you really have to try

• Walled gardens – you can’t share how you want
• Data silos – You can’t take it with you if you want to 

leave

• Surveillance – Your online activities are tracked, to sell 
you more ads

• Filter bubbles – News feeds adapt to you; no variety



Technology is being used against us…

• It doesn’t have to be that way

• We can choose to use it for us

• How to choose? Let’s explore..

• Technology builders all have opinions & incentives.

• Some tech has particularly powerful opinions..



Some tech has particularly powerful opinions

1. AI – goes to heart of “what is humanity”



Some tech has particularly powerful opinions

2. Crypto – defense is easier than offense (new)



Opinionated Tech

• “Designed for ethics”  Thoughtful approach for ethics

• “Ignored the ethics”  Not opinion-less. Simply bad design.



What Can You Do, As a Technologist?

• Determine your values, as best as you can. Set your moral 
compass. “Know thyself.”

• Use this to guide your work. Infuse your work with your values. 

• With each new collaborative project -- especially large-scale 
ones -- agree on values up-front. Example:



What Can You Do, As a User?

• Be aware of the motivations and people behind the 
technology that you might use

• Choose the technology built by those with opinions and 
incentives that are aligned with your values



Positive
Opinionated 

Crypto
Tech



• A shared global database “for everyone, everywhere”

• Caretakers collectively run a non-profit foundation and operate 

validating nodes

• Chosen based on:
– Long-standing commitment to the decentralized internet

– To avoid $ capture: >50% non-profit

– To avoid jurisdiction capture: <1/3 per country

• Include: Internet Archive, OpenMedia, Dyne.org, ..



Interledger

Sovereign personal data

Low-friction assurance, sovereign 
personal data

Authenteq

©ITU/L.Berney, (CC BY 2.0)



Own your digital art

Enables creators of digital art to 
get compensated, via claiming 
attribution & licensing

ascribe



Own your music

A streaming service owned by all



Get transparency into your 
creations’ spread



Control your news feeds

Pop the filter bubble

Userfeeds



Use GDPR as a launchpad for 
sovereign personal data

Consent.Global



Own your education credentials

Reduce fraudulent degrees.



E-money

Based on the idea that
privacy is a fundamental
right.

Zcash



The browser, rethought
(by the inventor of JS, and 
Mozilla)

So publishers get paid
Without privacy-killing ads

Brave



Improve humanity’s access to 
information

Including Censor-resistant 
Wikipedia in Turkey



Technology has an opinion. Let’s use it to improve society.

Crypto is an asymmetrically powerful tool.

For personal data, compensating creators, and more
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