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What’s special:

- no one owns it

- anyone can add to it

- no one can delete from it

- Writing to a blockchain is 

like etching in stone.

- Which allows us to issue 

assets, and transfer them

- Which can include art!

Blockchain: A Special “Spreadsheet in the Sky”



The question we’ve been asking:

With the help of blockchain tech,

Can we upgrade the Internet,
for creators?

(and realize the aims of Xanadu in the process?)



Register a work

Like uploading to Dropbox

“Claim authorship”

Transfer a work

Like sending an email

“Bequeath rights”



Blockchain-backed,

digitally signed COA



MAK Vienna



Creative 

Commons FR



How to serve the all the creators 

on the planet with limits like this?

1.5 tx/s
50GB



Yet, traditional databases do scale

Q: Can we bring those ideas to blockchain?

A: Yes. BigchainDB. 

Best of both worlds: 

Blockchain - decentralized

Databases - scale



• A shared global database. For everyone, everywhere

• And, a nonprofit foundation, with decentralized governance

• Powered by BigchainDB, to start

• Free except for high-volume users

• Caretakers co-operate network & co-govern foundation



For-profit

ascribe / BigchainDB

Consensys

Eris Industries

Protocol Labs (IPFS)

SmartContract.com

Synereo

Tendermint

Not-for-profit

Blockstack

COALA

Dyne.org

Internet 

Archive

OpenMedia

UnMonastery

IPDB Caretakers (so far)



The internet is getting 

upgraded, driven by the 

winds of blockchain.

Old + new guard are joining 

forces!

How to have lasting 

upgrade? New protocols.
W3C Blockchain, Coala IP on LCC, 

Interledger, IPLD, Web of Trust, 

Estonia e-identity



PROTOCOLS FOR ID, IP, ..

STORAGE

DATABASEFILE SYSTEM
(ARCHIVAL)

APPLICATION

PLATFORMS FOR ID, IP, …

ID IP (incl. art)

TCP/IP PROTOCOLS

Infrastructure to upgrade the 

Internet, for creators

TRADITIONAL 
BLOCKCHAINS



The internet is 

getting 

upgraded,

for creators.

We’re moving towards

• Creators are fairly compensated 

• The cultural commons is protected

• Where one can collect digital art.

New infrastructure across the stack

• Apps for artists, collectors, GLAMs

• Platforms for IP (incl. art)

• Protocols for IP

• Decentralized files / archival

• Decentralized databases


